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The following information was gathered from Apple Computer, Adobe Corp., Afga Corp., Extensis, Insight Software 
and Font Reserve. For more information please contact Creative Solutions Group, Inc.

INSTALLATION OF FONTS IN MAC OS X 10.2

Mac OS X has multiple Fonts folders. Where you install a font determines when and who can use it.

Note: Mac OS X has six or more Fonts folders, depending on software installation and number of users. This article 
differentiates them by pathname.

How are Fonts Installed?
You may install fonts by copying or dragging font files to any of the standard Fonts folders in Mac OS X 10.2. The 
various Fonts folders fit into the overall Mac OS X security design such that files for use on an individual computer 
are segregated from those for use on a network; and, on the individual computer, system software files are segregated 
from those under the control of a User or Admin User. The folder in which a font is located determines who can access 
and use the font. 

For example: If a user installs a new font at Userʼs home/Library/Fonts/, the font is available only to that user. If a root 
or Admin user installs the same font at /Network/Library/Fonts/, all network users can use the fonts (assuming that the 
network administrator has set up computers for this type of sharing).

Changes to Fonts take effect when an application is opened or a user logs in to the account or computer on which the 
changes occurred. Duplicate fonts are resolved based on the order of precedence defined for the standard Fonts folders 
and are described from highest to lowest priority.

MAC OS X 10.2: FONT LOCATIONS AND THEIR PURPOSES

/Application/ application font folder
If the application launched has a font folder, Mac OS X 10.2 will start itʼs search and loading there.
òUseró ~/Library/Fonts/
Note: The tilde character (~) represents a userʼs Home, which may be local or remote.
Each user has complete control over the fonts installed in her Home. These fonts are available to that user when she is 
logged in to the computer. Fonts installed here are not available to all computer users.

 /Library/Fonts/ 
Any local user of the computer can use fonts installed in this folder. Mac OS X does not require these additional fonts 
for system operation. An Admin user can modify the contents of this folder. This is the recommended location for fonts 
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that are shared among applications.

òNetworkó /Network/Library/Fonts/ 
The Network folder is for fonts shared among all users of a local area network. This feature is normally used on 
network file servers, under the control of a network administrator.

òSystemó /System/Library/Fonts/ 
Mac OS X requires fonts in this folder for system use and displays. They should not be altered or removed. Unless 
special care is taken.

òClassicó /System Folder/Fonts/
Note: Do not confuse the Mac OS 9.1 “System Folder” with the Mac OS X “System” folder.
This folder contains fonts used by the Classic environment. If more than one Mac OS 9.1 System Folder is present, 
only fonts in the System Folder selected in the Classic pane of System Preferences are used. Classic applications can 
access only these fonts, not those stored elsewhere. Conversely, Mac OS X applications can use these fonts, even when 
the Classic environment is not active.

MAC OS X: FONT FILE FORMATS

Mac OS X introduces a new font format and adds support for certain font formats used by Microsoft Windows. This 
article discusses the formats and the implications for users.

Data Fork Suitcase Format or .dfonts
One of the innovations offered by Mac OS X is that font suitcases can be completely stored in a fileʼs data fork. All of 
the resource forkʼs data is stored in the data fork, which allows more efficient access to font data as well as the ability 
to copy font suitcases to and from file systems that do not recognize resource forks.

The data fork suitcase format is different from the data fork TrueType font format used by Microsoft Windows. Data 
fork suitcases contain all of the resources associated with a Macintosh font, including FOND and NFNT resources, 
which are used with QuickDraw Text. Data fork suitcases must have the filename extension .dfont. They may 
optionally be given the file type dfont.

Microsoft Windows Font Formats
Mac OS X also works with font formats used by Microsoft Windows. These fonts have all their data in the data fork 
and do not have the additional resources found in Macintosh fonts. Mac OS X works with these font formats:
• TrueType fonts (with the extension .ttf)
• TrueType collections (with the extension .ttc)
• OpenType fonts (with the extension .otf)

Older Macintosh Fonts
Font suitcases used by Mac OS 9 and earlier continue to work with Mac OS X. No revision or conversion is 
necessary.

WHAT IS OPEN TYPE?

OpenType® is the unification of the two most powerful and widely used font formats today, PostScript® and 
TrueType®, into a single font format. Developed by Adobe Systems Inc. and Microsoft Corporation, OpenType brings 
these two technologies together and extends them with new typographic and line layout capabilities. OpenType will 
be the new standard for high quality type in print and on the web. The capabilities that OpenType will provide to font 
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developers, application developers and end-users are truly exciting.

The publishing community has long been looking forward to the day when someone can use a single font which will 
work in any environment. By combining Adobeʼs bitmap, metric and outline data with Microsoftʼs TrueType format, 
OpenType works on Windows®, Mac OS™, and most other operating systems.

Multilingual users have been looking for a way that documents could be seamlessly transmitted from one platform 
to another anywhere in the world and know that others can view and read it as intended. OpenType utilizes Unicode 
encoding. Unicode is an international character set standard which allows OpenType fonts to contain more than 
65,000 glyphs, or character shapes in each font, making non-Latin languages with large character sets such as Chinese, 
Japanese and Arabic more accessible to developers.

Font developers have been anticipating the time when the capabilities of both PostScript and TrueType could be 
realized in a single format. The OpenType Layout model provides a powerful architecture for supporting complex 
scripts and advanced typography. No longer confined to the 256-charcter limit, OpenType fonts offer the characters 
that either were never available or were relegated to “special” fonts that had to be obtained separately. The new 
OpenType Layout features can include alternate designs, ligatures, old style figures and small capitals.

The OpenType font format addresses the following goals: 
• Broader multi-platform support
• Better support for international character sets
• Better protection for font data
• Smaller file sizes to make font distribution more efficient
• Broader support for advanced typographic control

OpenType PostScript and OpenType TrueType
Even though all OpenType fonts are cross-platform compatible, they are still offered in two formats: 
• OpenType PostScript (.otf)
• OpenType TrueType (.ttf)
Like their earlier counterparts, OpenType PostScript fonts are typically best suited for publishing and prepress use, 
while OpenType TrueType fonts are ideal in situations where high screen quality is critical.

Levels of OpenType Support in Speciþc Mac OS Applications
Application   OpenType Support
Microsoft Word®   Basic
Adobe InDesign®   Basic, Multilingual, Advanced
Adobe Photoshop®   Basic, Multilingual, Advanced
Adobe Illustrator®   Basic, Multilingual (.ttf only)
Quark XPress®    Basic
Macromedia Freehand®   Basic
Corel Draw®    Basic, Multilingual

Microsoft Windows
Application   OpenType Support
Microsoft Word®    Basic, Multilingual (.ttf only)
Adobe InDesign®    Basic, Multilingual, Advanced
Adobe Photoshop®    Basic, Multilingual, Advanced
Adobe Illustrator®    Basic, Multilingual (.ttf only)
Quark XPress®    Basic
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Macromedia®    Freehand Basic
Corel Draw®    Basic, Multilingual

OpenType Compatibility
For Macintosh users, OpenType PostScript fonts require users to have OS 8.6 or newer, while for Windows users, 
Windows 95 or later is required. Mac OS X, Windows 2000 and Windows XP all provide native support for OpenType 
fonts. Operating systems that provide native support do not require the use of Adobe Type Manager or AdobePS 
printer driver.

FONT MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS FOR MAC OS X

FONT AGENT PRO FOR MAC OS X is the worldʼs most advanced font manager, offering a variety 
of functionality through an incredibly easy-to-use and powerful interface. This is the only native Mac OS X font 
management system on the market today! (after Native or Cocoa)

Font Optimization 
• Support all font formats including PostScript, OpenType, Mac OS Xʼs dfont, Macintosh TrueType and Windows   
  TrueType 
• Find all fonts in selected folders and subfolders 
• Test each fontʼs integrity 
• Repair or isolates corrupt fonts 
• Remove all duplicate fonts 
• Remove exact duplicates only 
• Keep fonts from different foundries 
• Keep fonts in multiple file formats 
• Remove all unmatched fonts 
• Remove unneeded point sizes 
• Verify fonts before activation 
• Optimize fonts without importing them 

Font Organization 
• Split old font suitcases into individual font files for Mac OS X 
• Create folders for each font family and place all relevant fonts in it 
• Create alphabetical folders and place font families in appropriate folders 
• Create multiple font libraries if desired 
• Search libraries for partial font names 
• Organize fonts without importing them 
• Export optimized fonts, sets and libraries 
• Click to visit fonts.com to view and purchase fonts 

Font Activation/Deactivation
• Activate/deactivate fonts, families, sets and libraries 
• Activate multiple-format fonts in preferred order
• Auto-activate or manually activate fonts in Mac OS X without plug-ins 
• Activate/deactivate fonts in Classic Mac applications
• Auto-manage System fonts
• Specify sets to activate at startup 
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User Interface 
• Use drag-and-drop commands virtually anywhere 
• Eliminate screen clutter with single-window interface 
• View attractive, modern metallic finish 
• Collapse and resize panes to maximize usable window space 
• Click tabbed window panes to see font lists 
• Customize the toolbar with your favorite functions 
• View fonts, families, sets and libraries 
• List fonts vertically for easier viewing 
• List sets and libraries horizontally to display more columns 
• View fonts in their native typefaces (WYSIWYG) 
• Click column headings to sort on them 
• Drag column headings to reorder them 
• Use tip player to view guided tour of features 

Font PlayerÊ and Font Viewing 
• View fonts in standard or custom text strings 
• Select any point size 
• Select text and background colors 
• Select bold, italic, or underlined 
• Auto-play any text through any list of fonts 
• Modify auto-play speed with slide control 
• Change any text or options while fonts are playing 
• Mark fonts as they play to add them to special set 
• Access character palette to view all characters in a font 

Printing Fonts and Sample Books 
• Print pre-configured or custom text 
• Print any point size 
• Print any list of fonts 
• Save font books and client samples as Acrobat PDF files 

EXTENSIS SUITCASE 10 AND SUITCASE SERVER

This is a carbonized application, meaning it can be installed in either Mac OS 9 or Mac OS X. It is not a native Mac 
OS X application.

Mac OS X Compatibility 
Suitcase 10 lets you view fonts in all Mac OS X font directories and activate or deactivate fonts for Cocoa, Carbon 
and Classic applications. Suitcase also supports Windows and Apple .dfont formats.

Activate Fonts Automatically 
Suitcase automatically activates the fonts you need, when you need them in Mac OS X and Mac OS 9.  Suitcase supports 
the major creative applications you use most including Adobe InDesign, Adobe Illustrator and QuarkXPress. 

The Suitcase Auto-Activation plug-ins for Adobe InDesign 2.0 and Adobe Illustrator (versions 8, 9 & 10) activate 
fonts in both documents and any EPS images (that include embedded fonts) in your document.  The Illustrator plug-in 
works with Illustrator in both Mac OS 9 and Mac OS X. The InDesign plug-in works with InDesign 2.0 in Mac OS 
X only.
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The Suitcase XT for QuarkXPress version 4 or 5 opens any font in QuarkXPress documents including any EPS files 
in your document.  All three plug-ins take advantage of Appleʼs FontSync® technology to ensure that the exact font 
you used to create the document is activated. 

Corrupt Font Detection & Repair 
FontDoctor, the industry standard software for font problem diagnosis and repair, is now available with Suitcase 10. 

Suitcase Bridge 
Suitcase 10 bridges the gap between the native Mac OS X and Mac OS X Classic environments, providing a complete 
font management solution for all your creative applications. The Suitcase Bridge activates and deactivates fonts for 
your Classic applications while using Suitcase for Mac OS X. 

Activate Fonts on Demand 
Fonts activated on demand are added and activated temporarily. If any font conflicts arise, Suitcase resolves them for 
you. You no longer need to activate and deactivate fonts for each new file. Suitcase does all the work for you. 

Faster Access to Font Sets 
Use the Dock in OS X or the Control Strip in OS 9 to view, activate or deactivate sets of fonts without needing to open 
Suitcase. 

Supports Multiple Master Fonts 
Suitcase 10 supports and previews Multiple Master fonts and activates them for applications. Multiple Master fonts 
are Type 1 font programs that include two or more Master fonts within a single font file for increased flexibility of 
font appearance. 

Font Support 
Suitcase 10 supports all font formats supported by Mac OS X including, Mac PostScript Type 1, OpenType, Mac & 
Win TrueType fonts and Appleʼs new .dfont font format. 

Create Sets of Fonts 
Font sets can be created, opened, and closed all at once. Fonts can be grouped by job, by customer, by foundry, by 
application, or in any other set. Font sets can be set to activate at startup, activate until restart, or deactivated. 

Convenient Font Previews 
Suitcase 10 lets you select the perfect font by previewing multiple fonts side by side in four different ways: Waterfall 
(selected characters in different sizes), ABC 123 (the entire font), Paragraph (a sample paragraph in the selected font 
and size), and QuickType™ (your custom text). 

FontBook Utility 
Suitcase includes FontBook, the font utility for creating a complete overview of all your fonts. FontBook can print 
sample pages in 24 different pre-defined layout pages, including reference cards, font sizes, ASCII tables, and much 
more.

Print Sample Pages 
Create custom font spec books by printing out sample pages. Useful font information and previews of the fonts are 
included on each page. 
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Collect for Output
Sending a job from design to print is fast and easy. Collect and copy every needed font file, including printer fonts, to 
one location for easy output. 

Track Corrupt Fonts 
Suitcase tracks and displays all corrupt fonts so you can remove or replace them to prevent system crashes. 

Handle Font Conÿicts 
Resolve font conflicts with a single click of the mouse or have Suitcase automatically resolve them for you. 

Create Custom Suitcases
Start with an empty font suitcase and add any combination of fonts for any custom need. 

Contextual Menus 
Many Suitcase commands are available in contextual menus for fast and easy access to the commands you use the 
most. 

Connects with Suitcase Server 
Together with Suitcase Server, Suitcase 10.2 allows administrators to manage fonts and font licenses for workgroups 
of all sizes.

FONT RESERVE

Add Any Fonts from Anywhere 
Å Add fonts in any format from any source - scattered about your hard drive, in your System Fonts folders, and from 
the Internet.
• Add fonts from any media - hard drives, networked drives, Zip disks, Jaz disks, CDs, etc. - by simply dragging it 
into the Browser. 
• Font Reserve finds all the font files, checks for corruption, makes repairs, and adds them to the database. 
• The System Font Handler prevents confusion and conflicts by providing the option to automatically move non 
essential fonts out of Mac OS Xʼs many System Fonts folders and into Font Reserve. 
• Direct link to MyFonts.com lets Font Reserve users download fonts from the Internet directly into their databases. 
With almost 24,000 fonts on its site, MyFonts.com provides a quick solution for purchasing missing fonts and a great 
way to find new fonts. 
• Support for all popular Macintosh font formats, including PostScript Type 1, TrueType, Multiple Master, Windows 
TrueType, OpenType, Appleʼs dFonts, and double-byte fonts. 
• Full AppleScript support to automate any font management tasks, including adding fonts. 
• Perform all font management tasks through the intuitive Font Reserve Browser, a window into your Database. 
Activate, preview, search, and sort fonts here. 
• Drag and drop to add fonts, create sets, and collect fonts for output. 
• No corrupt fonts are added to the Database. 
• Weed out unusable fonts and undesirable fonts: orphan bitmaps, orphan outlines, multiple versions of the same font, 
etc. 
• Mac OS X 10.2 (Jaguar) and Font Reserve enable system-wide automatic font activation for documents opened in 
most Mac OS X applications. 
• Font Sense plug-ins provide the most precise auto-activation available, along with other font management features, 
to the latest versions of Adobe InDesign, Adobe Illustrator, and QuarkXPress. 
• Activate fonts permanently or temporarily (until system shut down). 
• No activation conflicts or errors. Preferences let you decide how font conflicts are handled.
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• On-demand activation lets you activate fonts as you add them. You can even de-activate all other fonts at the same 
time. 
• Create font sets for different projects and activate all the fonts in sets with a single click. 
• Deactivate fonts with a click in the Browser, and choose whether auto-activated fonts are deactivated when you close 
the document, quit the application, or shut down your computer. 
• The ClassicActivator ensures that fonts are available system-wide, whether youʼre using a Mac OS X or Classic 
application. 
• Activate copies of fonts to prevent corruption. 

Å List any fonts you want, in any way you want.
• Click a box in the alphabet strip to quickly find a font that starts with a specific letter. 
• Group fonts by typeface family or suitcase, or list them individually. 
• Search for fonts that meet any combination of criteria - TrueType fonts, Adobe PostScript serif fonts, version 001.001 
of a Microsoft TrueType Helvetica. 
• Sort fonts according to any criteria: name, class, foundry, and more. 
• Assign owners to fonts, and use the owner as searching and sorting criteria. 

Å When þnding the right font means browsing through your font library, use the search, preview, and printing 
features to þnd what you want. 
• Command+click any font for a quick preview. 
• Double-click to see a fontʼs full preview, including a customizable sentence, paragraph, and waterfall preview. 
• Create type books by printing specimens of any selected fonts, using one of 24 different templates.
• Use Font Reserveʼs powerful sorting features to group fonts the way you want to present them in your type books, 
by name, foundry, class, and more. 
• Use search features to tailor the list of fonts you preview or print: list all Modern and Transitional fonts, or list all the 
fonts owned by a specific client. 
• Ferret out all the special characters within a font using Font Reserveʼs exclusive character map.


